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Grade 5 Speculative Writing Task 
5LGT-0016*-W01-S10 

When Miss Hudson showed her class the amulet, she explained that some 
people believe these small charms have special powers that can bring good 
luck or bad fortune. No one in the class believed that was possible until Nell 
held the amulet in her hand. Then the impossible began to seem possible. 
 
Write a story about the incident in Miss Hudson’s classroom when Nell held 
the amulet in her hand.  

YYou may take notes, create a web, or do other prewriting work in the space 
provided on pages 5 and 6. Then, write your story on the lines provided 
on pages 3 through 5 in your answer folder. 
 

Here is a checklist for you to follow to help you do your best writing. Please 
read it silently as I read it aloud to you. 

 
 
After you write your story, read what you have written. Use 

the checklist to make certain that your writing is the best it can be. 
Remember, only what you write on pages 3 through 5 in your answer  
folder will be scored. 

Writer ’s Checklist 
Remember to 

� Keep the central idea or topic in mind. 

� Keep your audience in mind. 

� Support your ideas with details, explanations, and examples. 

� State your ideas in a clear sequence. 

� Include an opening and a closing. 

� Use a variety of words and vary your sentence structure. 

� State your opinion or conclusion clearly. 

� Capitalize, spell, and use punctuation correctly. 

� Write neatly. 
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Grade 5 Expository Writing Task 
5LGT-0001*-W02-V60 

In the poem, “The Drinking Fountain,” the speaker discovers that the 
fountain does not work the way it is expected to. Think about a time when 
something did not work as you expected. Write a composition about that 
time. 

 
In your composition, be sure to  

� identify what did not work as you expected it to. 

� describe what happened. 

� explain how you responded to the situation. 
 

 
          “The Drinking Fountain” by Kenn Nesbitt © 2005. Reprinted from When the Teacher Isn’t 

                    Looking with permission of Meadowbrook Press. 
 

Here is a checklist for you to follow to help you do your best writing. Please 
read it silently as I read it aloud to you. 

 
 
After you write your composition, read what you have written. Use 

the checklist to make certain that your writing is the best it can be. 
Remember, only what you write on pages 11 through 13 in your answer  
folder will be scored.

Write
r

 ’s Checklist 
Remember to 

� Keep the central idea or topic in mind. 

� Keep your audience in mind. 

� Support your ideas with details, explanations, and examples. 

� State your ideas in a clear sequence. 

� Include an opening and a closing. 

� Use a variety of words and vary your sentence structure. 

� State your opinion or conclusion clearly. 

� Capitalize, spell, and use punctuation correctly. 

� Write neatly. 
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